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Thoughts by Småland Blekinge Halland South Sweden

Conditions for a 
future Cohesion 
Policy – and 
regional positions

2023

Reflection group 
(RG) on the future 

of CP

Fall: 
Discussions on 
MFF initiated?

2024

Spring:
RG Report + 
Consultation

Fall:
½-time evaluation 

of MFF

2025

EC presents new 
MFF proposal   

2026

September:
Elections in 

Sweden, in your 
member state?

2027

Approval of 
regulations and 

MFF

2028

January:
New program 
period starts 

Time for policy discussion Negotiations

Upside down, inside out…
”Nothing can be taken for granted”, ”no longer about 
simplification, synergies, thematic focus or €

What challenges/needs should CP solve?

Consensus that the inner market is the crown jewel in the 
EU construction and a key in global competition, but 
different views on how regions should contribute!

 Building capacity to equalise (and possibly competitiveness)
 Coordination of actors and resources for increased innovation 

capacity and competitiveness
 Green and digital transition 
 Building strategic autonomy to protect us against external 

threats (defence, raw materials, production, labour market)
 Free trade och protectionism, and where is the limit for 

increased state interference? 
 Social stability

Our choices influence

• Regional development capital
• Regional development assignment
• How we work: Strategic work vs handling crises
• Our role: Multi-level governance (MLG)

Development trap  
and geographical 

differences
Parameters What is 

indispensable?

CAP Demography Skills

Discussion points of the Reflection group 
hinting…

Some choices to make…

European added 
value

National needs

Strategic Flexible

Centralisation Place-based

Building capacity 
(traditional)

Using the leverage 
of cooperation

Paid to develop Paid for results

Happening, not happening

Swedish regions act, but 
where is the government?

Who’s active at the European 
arena?


