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Contacts for further information:

A feasibility study developed a system to collect surface runoff and treat it to 
make it usable for various municipal purposes – including watering municipal 
greenery and operating a public fountain on the town square that may also 
be used by children as a play area. Before being collected in an underground 
storage tank, the stormwater is treated in multiple stages in order to purify 
it for these purposes: after flowing through an oil and sand separator, it is 
disinfected using UV light and conducted through a water treatment system 
(chlorination). 

The Kalpak Square, which is intended to be supplied with this water, has fur-
thermore been equipped with educational elements. These inform citizens 
and visitors of Saldus about the impacts of climate change and the developed 
system to recycle stormwater, raising awareness of the need for more sus-
tainable water management.

Type of pilot measure: Development of ready-to-build concept
Location: Saldus (Latvia)
Water source: Stormwater collected in underground storage 
Type of treatment: Oil and sand separator, disinfection by treatment with  
UV light, chlorination
Target water quality: Water class A/B (EU Regulation 2020/741)
Utilisation: Public fountain, watering municipal greenery
Return to natural cycle: Discharge into the sewage system
Responsible: Saldus Municipality
Completion: September 2024

Stormwater recycling for fountain  
operation and greenery irrigation

Construction of the fountain, which will use  
the accumulated rainwater with underground  
accumulation tank
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Anders Fröberg
Västervik Municipality
anders.froberg@vastervik.se
+46 10 355 48 05

Contact for on-site visits & further information:

The starting point for the pilot measure in Västervik Municipality was a large 
multi-purpose pond in Gamleby, which collects surface runoff from a catchment  
area of 80 hectares. It helps prevent flooding and, by adding a tap point,  
provides water for various uses in the surrounding area, including the irrigation  
of football fields and plantations, as well as the production of artificial snow 
for cross-country ski trails. Maintaining the pond’s ecological balance supports  
natural purification processes, making it possible to use the water drawn from 
the pond directly.

Building on this experience, a new generation of “multi-dams” was developed 
and tested. Compared to the Gamleby concept, these newer systems are smaller 
in scale. The goal: to place these “mini-multis” closer to potential users – where 
the water is needed – since transporting water over long distances turned out to 
be a major obstacle to broader use.

In addition to reducing groundwater consumption, multi-dams offer ecological 
benefits such as enhancing biodiversity and reducing nutrient loads, contribut-
ing to more sustainable water and land management.

Type of pilot measure: 
Real-world implementation

Location: 
Västervik (Sweden)

Water source: 
Stormwater collected in “multi-dams”

Type of treatment: 
Natural purification process in the pond ecosystem

Target water quality: 
Water class D (EU Regulation 2020/741)

Utilisation: 
E.g. irrigation of football and other green  
spaces, production of artificial snow for  
cross-country ski trails

Return to natural cycle: 
Infiltration, discharge into the natural system  
and stormwater system

Responsible: 
Västervik Municipality

Operational & open for visitors: Since August 2023

Utilisation of stormwater  
with the aid of “multi-dams”

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gargždai - Storm water recycling for street cleaning and well 
operation  
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Saldus - Storm water recycling for street cleaning and well operation  
Schemat z pliku SR3_ENG_pdf.pdf. To prawdopodobnie będzie wymagało przearanżowania układu 
dla tego jednego plakatu. Jeśli opisy będą nieczytelne (opisy w prostokątach) – to można je wyciąć. 
Nie musi być tekstu na grafice… 
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Västervik - Utilization of storm water with the help of so-called "multi-
dams" 
Zdjęcia z prezentacji ze slajdów: 3, 5, 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


